
Laurie McClenahan Hietter has over 30 years of experience 

analyzing the environmental effects and permitting 

geothermal and other energy and infrastructure projects 

through the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as well as 

other state- and country-specific regulations. She began her 

career at the U.S. Geological Survey and founded MHA 

Environmental Consulting, Inc. in 1983. She then founded 

Panorama Environmental, Inc. with Tania Treis in 2011. 

Laurie has focused on identifying and addressing 

environmental issues early in design to define projects that 

are easier to permit. She has broad experience in renewable 

energy permitting (geothermal, wind, solar) and also has 

extensive experience permitting projects for utilities, the 

California Public Utilities Commission, water districts, and 

private developers for projects including transmission lines; 

water, gas and oil pipelines; underground gas storage, power plants, and other infrastructure projects.  
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